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The Courſe of military Buſineſs having prevented me from 


diſpoſing of my Cornetcy at the Time I arranged my Captain's 
Commiſsion, I have been induced to poſtpone until this 


Period the Publication of my Court Martial. But as I have 


now finally quitted the Army, I conceive myſelf to be at 
Liberty to gratify the repeated Wiſhes of my Friends, and, 
for the Satisfaction of their Feelings, to make public the whole 
Proceedings of my Trial, faithfully printed from the official 
Tranſcript. N Fo” | 


In thus complying with the Requeſt of thoſe whoſe Friend- 
ſhip- has demanded this Vindication of my Character, I con- 
ceive that I can incur no Man's Diſapprobation. The Offence 


with which I was charged, and the Conſequences, have been 


made very publickly known. But the Circumſtances which 
occaſioned the Affair have not been as accurately circulated. 


I hope then, I may be allowed to ſhew that no Violation of 


the Rules of Honor, no Behaviour unbecoming a Gentleman, was 


the Cauſe of the Court Martial. The Effuſion of a temporary 
| 8. | a2 7 5 Irritation | 


5 aten conſtituted all my Gere And though, in the N 4 7 1 
Eye of Diſcipline, no Provocation will juſtify, an Officer for e 
4 th treating his ſuperior in command with Diſreſpect, yet, 1 py - 


47,208 truſt, 5 no Gentlemen of liberal Feelings can pronouſice my. | | 
"£168 4 Conduct to have been a wanton or premeditated Inſult. * 1 


was produced by the Injuſtice and Impropriety which, I oh. 

. 7 ceived, had been thewn towards me; and therefore, though 
Martial Law neceſſarily condemned me, yet I hope the Tri 
bunal of human Candour will concede to me a more favor- > 2 

. CIs Doi SC Sy 


. # m 


"TE - 


* 
#4 


* 


15 "by the very Sentence of the Court Martial, 1 ſubmit that — | 
. 1 have been honored with that virtual Acquittal which it is T4 
| my Conſolation to pope: the Impartial will not refuſe me. . a 


5 * The attentive Mind will eaſily diſcern that the "edt In: YN. 
N veſtigation has ariſen from two Circumſtances in the Conduct — 
of Major Corbet, in Addition to the Tranſaction ſtated inn 
my Defence v. "+ "Re a * | 


One was the recalling me, without any Neceſsity, from 
Harborough, to which Place oo had gone from Northampton. C 
Harborough: is but ſixteen Miles | diſtant from our then Head 2 : 
| Quarters at Northampton. I had juſt before been quartered | 9 
there. 1 had received + Major corbet's Leave about ten 25 The bl 
Days before | to be either at Northanipton « or  Hatborough . he 


— F i . 0 1 , " 4 F , : 
70 t S 3. 4:12 " ” i 6 1 3 1 . #, : «4 . NS #1 ” ; of S 
' 7 is z , 
* . . 
* — % 4 
2 N "OE 6 o 4 * 1 age 29. 1 P +- 8 70 
* * 2 9 „ 4+ % F - 2 ” | *.& 3 4 4 . ” TE” 0 wot % + Y 
* ' ” as | „ . 
P . „ Y 5 e 
* * « s# TH % «47 & ft * * * . „ " 4 SS —_ S* @ 5 s © #3 © ** * o + 
o .t * 4 
: 
” g . 2 
2 | $2 4 7 : EI 4 
1 41.4 | * 
1 5 1 V+ 5 . 7 
& © "I N * 
. 1 . 33 » wt? 4 ry , * S 5 
* * * ot. + 
+ S#*\ * * # = - 
% #2? p i $4 4 
5 . Sx E Wie x "7 
* * . * 
% 5 : 1 i 8 - 
£49 2 
— 3 * 
e A 
W4 . * 
+ * 0 2, * — 
* * 5 £ 
. q Ts 
. i I ; £ . 
% . is * 
4 2 . ; R \ * ö P 
4 . „ 
" 3 $8 ov 3 8 > TT 
t 1 1 ot I wah 


4 


pleaſed. I availed myſelf of the Permiſsion, and Major Corbet 
on the ſame Day deſired the Adjutant to order me to return, 
though no particular Exigency of the Service, as far as I have 


ever heard, had occurred to; cauſe- it. 


* 


The Evidence of Captain Miller * ſhews the Effect which. 
this Recal produced upom me, irritated as I was by 
Major  Corbet's previous Conduct. Even Captain Miller's ſedate 


and intelligent Mind could not avoid ſuſpecting Partiality when 
he heard of it. He has ſtated my extreme Agitation at being 
thus unneceſſarily and partially ſelected, while the Abſence / of 


others was unnoticed. He has mentioned, that at the very 


Time I declared IT could not meet Major Corbet without 
being extremely irritated. His excellent Reaſonings dimi- 
niſhed, though they could not deſtroy, my emotions; and he 
has. declared that I promiſed to command my Temper, if it 
were poſsible. Major Corbet's own Witneſs, Mr. Lat, alſo at- 


teſted my Senſibility at the Major's previous Conduct +, and 


the State of Mind into which it had thrown me. 


The other Circumſtance was Major Curbet's rebuking me 
on the public Parade for having been abſent without Leave. 


This unjuſt Rebuke deſtroyed every Reſtraint I had ſtruggled 
to impoſe on wy Mind. The Conſequence was this Court 
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(vi 
Whoever will read theſe Pages muſt perceive that if the Recall 
had not been ſent me in the firſt Inſtance ; and if the Rebuke 
had not been expreſſed to me in the ſecond, I ſhould not 
Have given to Major Corbet the preſent Ground of Complaint. 
It will be very obvious to every Mind that the "RENE and 
| Rebuke you uced the preſent Affair. 


It is here I reſt my Character and my Cauſe, and appeal 
to the very Sentence of my Court Martial for my moral Ac- 
quittal; for the firſt Part of this declares *, that I was not abſent 
without Leave at the Time above-mentioned. It ſays 


« The Court Martial having duly weighed and con- 

« ſidered the whole Matter before them, is of Opinion, 

that Captain John Flory Howard, of the Royal Re- 

« piment of Horſe Guards, is NOT GUILTY of the firſt 

« Article of Charge, viz. * Having, on the 11th Day 

«© of October 1798, abſented himſelf from his Quarters 
„without Leaye; and doth therefore arguit him.“ 


As a Gentleman, can I deſire a more impreſsive 
Vindication of my Conduct. 1 was recalled unjuſtly by 
© the Orders of an Officer with whom 1 had had. Difler- 
ences, and I was irritated at the Partiality. Was 1 crimi- 
nal for having the common Feelings of Humanity? I was pub- 
_licly rebuked for an Offence of which * Court Martial de- 5 


* Page 45. $1 
clares 


y „ Ni) 
clares I was not guilty, and I was provoked to expreſs. my 
Agitation on the Inſtant. Could any Nan, at that Moment 
have been tranquil? Surely, in taking Offence on the 
very Inſtant, at ſuch a Circumſtance, I diſplayed no improper 
Petulance; no uncommon Senfibility. Is there a Perſon ex- 
iſting, who values the Opinion. of his Superiors, the Reſpect of 
his brother Officers, or the high Spirit of Honour which Mi- 
. litary Men always cultivate, who, circumſtanced as T was, 
could, poſsibly, have been calmer? 


| When the Irritation of the Moment had ſubſided, I felt that, 
however natural my ſenſations were as a Man, yet that they 
were improper in Point of Diſcipline. The emotions, though 
not unjuſt, had been exhibited towards a ſuperior Officer ; on 
reflection I ſubdued them, and beſore any Comphint had reached 
the Source of Authority, while the Letters written to accuſe my 
Warmth were yet in the Poſt- office, and might eaſily have been 
taken out, I ſent to Major Corbet my Apologies. I hoped he 
would have felt the Propricty of accepting them, and not have 
puſhed an Affair which aroſe from Miſtake on his Side, and the 
conſequent Irritation of the Moment on mine, to any harſher 
Termination, I was diſappointed—and—the Court Martial took 


Who were the real Authors of this Court Martial I know not. 
I I am inclined to do Major Corbet the Juſtice to believe, that if 
his Mind had been left to its own n no public Proſe- 


v9 -: f cution 


| 0 viii 
cution would have been inſtituted. If I am right in this Sur- 
mile; if there were any Perſons in the Regiment who were 
active to ſtimulate him to that moſt ſerious of all Steps—an Offi- 
cial Accuſation againſt a Brother Officer—I congratulate them 


on their generous and honourable Employment! I admire the 


Minds whoſe ſublime Feelings exalted them above the Senſe 
of Decency, Delicacy, and manly Honour ! Let them go on 
in their noble Career, and always take Care that no Brother 
Officer ſhall err-in Temper with Impunity! To foment Quar- 
rels has been, elſewhere, thought a mean and daſtardly Office. 
If it ever ſhall become laudable in any Regiment, adieu to all 


Spirit of gallant | BENS cram to every 3 of * 


Honour! 

Independant of any Rumours, I have a written Proof that 
there were ſome whoſe Malice or whoſe Prudence choſe to 
act behind the Curtain. An anonymous Letter, in a female 


Hand, was ſent to my Father, acquainting him with my moſt | 


heinous Tranſgreſsion, adviſing him to inſiſt on my making no 
Defence, and ' urging that I ſhould plèad guilty to all the 
Charges. This Letter was received the Saturday before the Court 
Martial. It ſeemed calculated to plant a Dagger in a Parent's 
Heart, and to induce me to ſurrender myſelf to the Mercy of 
my Enemies ; 


* , by . , 
* 7 : : P 1 * . * x 


After the Cough Martial had been ordered, it was coneyed . 


me, that the Charges would be brought forward in a very lenient 


* 


ö Way. 
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(ix) | _ 
Way. I confeſs that this Information ſo harmonized with 
what I thought would be the Feeling of an honourable Mind - 
in ſuch a Caſe, that I was diſarmed by the Intimation. I fancied 
ſo little would be made of the Affair, that I did not even begin 
to take Meaſures for my Defence till late on the Sunday Evening 
preceding the Court Martial, which began on the Tueſday fol- 
lowing, I was then adviſed not to truſt to any ſuch Intimations, 
and as well as in ſo ſhort an Interval I could, I prepared for my 


Defence. Indeed, I had nothing but Truth to ſtate; and for 


that no Preparation was neceſſary. How fortunately for me it 
was that I did ſo far aſſume my Guard, will be perceived by 
thoſe who read Major Corbet's Speeches and the Evidence ad- 
duced! 


Major Corbet, in has Reply, | 118 Wed that I had been pre- 
viouſly twice in Arreſt.---Did 7 ranſack his Life to diſcover if, in 
the Courſe of a long Service, ſome' little Irregularities could be 
traced ? I diſdained ſuch Employment. vet I lament that Major 
Corbet did not mention the trivial Cauſes from which my Atreſts 
originated. 1 lament that he did not expreſs that one of 
the Affairs took Place ſeven Years ago; the other four; 
and that for little Variations of Temper; or frivolous Ac- 
cidents, many Officers in the Service have. ſome petty -Occur- 
rence'of this Sort to remember. As the Court, to whom I offered £ 
to relate the inſignificant Cauſes of my Arreſts, declined to hear 
| Bett 1 LOR now! ihtrade the Detail on. the Public. 2964 1 
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Vet, beekuſe e two CircemfRahces which refülted Conant 


putes about wearing a white Cravat at a Dinner, and not mounting 
my Horſe at a particular Moment, Major Corbet expreſſed in his 


Reply, that he could not dare, with a ſafe Conſcience, to permit it 


to be recorded that he really thought I was a Man of unſullied 


Honor?! But, however, as, on Captain Miller's interrupting his 


Reply, to re-aſſert the Major's former Acquiefeence with what 
wy Friend had Rated of my Character, my"! Proſecutor fully 
enpreſſed before | the Court, that he did not mean in 
the ſmalleſt Degree to contradit ogra Miller 8 b 
en ee ee or Kin T 20th 


* 7 7 = 9 
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It will be obſerved, that the peculiar Differences between Major 
Corbet and myſelf originated from his having, ſome Time 
before, ſent me to Coventry. I am only anxious that it ſhould be 
alſo remarked, why I was ſo exiled, and by whom. I will not 
repeat what I mentioned in my Defence, of fome little Diſſentions 
having ſeparated the unmarried Officers into two Meſſes, and of the 
Meſs to which I belonged having propoſed to the other, when we 
heard that the Prince of Wales meant to dine with the Regiment, 

to forget all Differences, * to unite to erte his Royal 


mgl. ee £1 
5 | 


I IOW there ftated the el PIN: we =" 10 that i in 1 
ſequence of our perſonal Application having been alſo rejected, I 
uttered 
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uttered ſome warm Expreſsions. I confeſs that, when the Door 
Vas ſhut in the Face of our Spokeſman, I burſt it open, and 
made ſuch Obſervations as the Ocognon No our Honor ſeemed to. 


1 ® 


me to demand. | „„ | 4 1 ' 4 Ih Ne = © 1 3 


1 Hl Corbet was not at that Time in the Meſs, nor had ever 
belonged to it; therefore nothing I faid cou perſonally involve - | 
him: yet, two Days afterwards, he, on the Parade, before the 
Men, thought proper to ſay to me, that all the Officers of the 
Regiment had ſent me and my Friends to Coventry. The 
Evidence of Cornet Hannay will ſhew that the Word all was here 
moſt inadvertently ufed, as a "If Proportion of the Officers had 
not acquiefced. In Truth; it was the Act only of a Party. One 
Gentleman, who countenanced my Baniſnment to fo pleaſant 1 
a Place, ought to have been more conſiderate. He knew the ' | 
exact Nature of its Charms, from perſonal Experience, if 7 
the new Road to Coventry, with which the Public were amuſed, | 
were not an x unjuſt Caricature. 


Major Corbet's Reply, and the Spirit which breathes through 

it, are open to many Remarks. I ſhall not make any. Though 

- T ſaw, from the Evidence adduced, that the Proſecution was 
carried on with a Severity which ſurpriſed me, I diſdained to uſe 
the Language of angry Retaliation. * My Defence, as far as was 
conſiſtent with the temperate Vindication of my Honor, was 
conciliatory. From the Line of Conduct which I then choſe to 
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| (Xii) 
cſs, I ſhall not now „ depart. They who read the Proceedings = 
will Judge between uss „ | 


* 


* 


iy cannot claude withdut 83 "Rt p mz, Ac- 
knowledgments to the Court Martial, and to the Deputy Judge 
Advocate for their Candor, Liberality, and Attention. May every 


accuſed Officer meet with a Fribunal as. honorablee. 
14; Lag, 15s) " fro n e E 


1 Sri alſo do. e e Act of Juſtice ee 1 cloſe my Re- 


marks. When I review the diſagrecable Incidents which have 


occurred in the Regiment, and the partial Impreſsions which they 
made on many, I cannot but feel ſtrongly the impartial and honor: 
able Conduct of his Grace the Duke of Richmond, the Colonel of the 


Regiment: Such Behaviour demands my-utmoſt Commendations. 


* 


li .und J. F. HOWARD. 
: 2 ja * 


3ot January, 1800. 


925 


At 


Ng At a General court Martial held at che 
o | W Royal Hoſpital at Chelſea, on Tueſday 
_ the 6th Day of November 1798, and 
5: 696 continued by Adjournments until Thurſ- 

day the 8th of the ſame Month, by 

| Virtue of a Special Warrant Fam his 

_ Majeſty, bearing Date the T0 1 of 

October 1798. 


Leut. General CHARLES Earl of Harnincron—Colonel of the Firſt 
Regiment of Life Guards, Prefident. 


Major General Henzy Reap, Major General WILLIAM Joun AraBin, 


Lt. Colonel of the iſt Regt. of Life Guards. Lt. Colonel of the 2d Regt. of Life Guards. 
Colonel SrE TEN PoynTz, Colonel Caartes BarTON, 
| Lt. Colonel of the iſt Regt. of Life Guards. Major of the 2d, Regt. of Life Guards. 
Lieut, Colonel Gzorcrt Mercer, Major Fxancis SLaTer Regow, 
Major of the iſt Regt. of Life Guards. || of the zd Regt. of Life Guards. 
Major SHERBORNE STEWART, _ Captain Goar CaLLanD, 
Captain in the 1ſt Regt. of Life Guards. || of the zd Regt. of Life Guards. 
Major Epwarp N. Captain James GAMBIER, 
' Captain in the zd Regiment of Life Guards. of the iſt Regiment of Life Guards. 
Captain Georce Brvnr., Captain James Bixcn, : 
of the 2d Regiment of Life Guards. of the it Regt. of Life Ones. 


Jonx AvcusTiy OLDHAM, a judge Advocate General. 
THE W Members of the Court being ſworn, and the 
J udge Advocate alſo ſworn, 


Captain John Flory Howard, of the Royal Reval of Horſe 


Guards, | came Priſoner before the: Court, and the following 
Dara B | chm, 


* 


(2) 


f _ 
Charges, preferred by Major Andrew Corbet, of the ſame Reg S 
ment, were exhibited int him, viz. 5 
: 105 1ff.—. 1 8 on the 11th Day of October 1798, ab- 0 
| 3 ſented himſelf from his  uarters without Leave.” 8 


24.— % Having, by Words add! alice, on Sunday the 
« 14th of the ſame Month, whilſt the Men were 
-.66 © paraded for Church, behaved to Major Corbet, of 
6 the ſame Regiment, his then Commanding Officer, 
in the Face of the Regiment, in a diſreſpectful, 
10 n and inſolent Manner.“ | 


3d.— Heating, on the ſame Day, whilſt the Men were 
« marching to Church, and upon Major Corbet's 
„calling him a little aſide, and repreſenting to him 
« the Impropriety of his Conduct in abſenting 
«© himſelf without Leave, behaved to him, the ſaid 
We Major Corbet, his Commanding Officer, by Words 
8 « and Geſtures, in a moſt diſreſpectful, contemp- 
“% tuous, and inſolent Manner, in the Prefence and 5 
Hearing of the Officers and Men.” 
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Captain Howard admitted himſelf to be a Captaif in the Royal 
Regiment of Horſe Guards, and to have been ſo at the Time 
mentioned i in the Charges. 


Major Corbet, before he produced Evidence in Support of the 
Charges, addreſſed the Court as follows: - 


„My Lord Prefident, and Gentlemen of the Court Martial, 

«< I have to lament the painful Taſk which the Commiſsion 
„ 70150 the Honor to bear in ** Majeſty's Service, has com- 
« pelled 
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pelled me to perform, in the Proſecution Bf a' Brother Off- 
cer; but in ſo doing I have felt leſs Embarraſſment, from the 
Conviction of having acted with no other View than from a 
ſtrict Diſcharge of the Duties ſuch Commiſsion has "inveſted 
me with, and the Diſcipline of the Regiment ſo loudly call 
for. At the ſame Time, begging of the Court to be aſſured, 
as I here proteſt, that I have not been actuated by any per- 
ſonal Motives againſt Captain Howard, whatever Provocation 
I may have received; and, I truſt, the Court will gire me 


Credit for ſuch my Proteſtation, when they conſider the 


Charges I have adduced, and the Evidence I ſhall have'the 
Honor to ſubmit to the Court in Support thereof, having 


ſtrictly confined myſelf to the Charges, without entering 


into Evidence of any previous Conduct, which I might conſider 


myſelf fully juſtified in producing on the preſent Occaſion; 


I ſhall not, therefore, trouble the Court with any other Pre- 
face, being deſirous of avoiding, as far as my Duty as Proſe- 


cutor will poſsibly allow, any Matter that may appear in the 


leaſt invidious againſt Captain Howard; though it is with 
extreme Concern, that the Senſe of my Duty, as Proſecutor, 
compels me to obſerve, that, in Addition to the Charges I 
have brought forward, I cannot acquit Captain Horard of 
any Thing ſhort of having premeditatediy and deliberately ſought 
the Inſults and Breach of his Military Character, and that 
acted upon at a Time and Situation ſo dangerous by Example 
to the Diſcipline of the Regiment, as I ſhall be compelled 
to ſhew by the Evidence I ſhall have the: Honor to ſubmit 
to the Court. I will not, therefore, take up the Time of the 
Court one Moment longer, but proceed to call my Evidence; 
* —bowing with implicit Obedience to whatever may be the 
Seilen of the Court.“ | 


8 2 Major 


N (+) 1 9 5 | 

Major ConBer being now ſworn, depoſed, with: Regard to- 
Captain Howard's having abſented himſelf from his Quarters 
without leave, that the Adjutant came to him early in the- 
Morning of the 11th of October laſt, at which Time he com- 
manded the Regiment, and reported to him, that Captain 
Howard had mentioned: to him, that he was going away from: 
Quarters for Four or Five Days; upon which, he -told- the Ad- 
Jutant, that Captain Horard had not applied to. him for Leave, 
nor to Captain Sergiſon, who was: next in Command of the Regi- 
ment; and, therefore, deſired the Adjutant to write. to Captain 
Howard to return to his Quarters... Captain Howard returned on 
Saturday Night the 13th of October, or on Sunday, Morning the 
14th. Captain Howard received the Adjutant's Letter on Friday: 
the 12th, as he was told by the Adjutant, and might have returned 
on that Day, as he was only Sixteen Miles from uamers;: but he 
did not. | | 7 Th 


Q. thy Deſire of tain Howerd)" were the Returns to. be 
ſigned on Sunday the 14th of October laſt? e 
A. Les. > 
Q. Did the Adjutant tell him, that Captain en WY ler 
Word that he would be back. by the Day the Returns were to 
be ſigned? - | 
A. No: he told bam he was geing away for Four or Five Pays; | 
and ſaid nothing. reſpecting Returns. | 
Q. Does he recollect giving Captain Hourd Liberty to be at 
Northampton or Harborough, which, ever | ſuited his Conveni- 
ence, about Ten Days before. he was put under Arreſt? ; 
A. He recolledts-when Captain foward came upon Duty at 
Harborough, about a Fortnight before he was put under - Arreit 
(which was on the 14th of October laſt), that he. did give him 
that Indulgence for the Sake of Society, Northampton being the 
| | Head-- 


1 
Head- quarters; but he did not give that i to vn 
Howard when he was quartered at Northampton. 

Q. Did he give Captain Howard any Reaſon to think heuhad 
withdrawn! that mas when he was Wan at moon a 
ton ? ; | 
A. It is confidered of courfe, when an Officer comes to Head= 
quarters on Duty, that n remains there unleſs he has TR 
to leave there. | ARE 

Q. Was the Leave: of Annes for Captain Howard's beg 
either at Northampton or Harborough, a voluntary Permiſsion 
granted to Captain Howard, and unaſked oy bim ? 

A. He does not recollect. 
d. Did Captain Miller relieve Captain Howard on the: 10th of 
October at Harborough ? 

A. Captain Hygward was ordered to Head- quarters before that 
Day, but that was the firſt Day he ſaw him at Northampton; he 
was looked for before that ay W d under Orders for that. | 
PR \ 

Q. Did- Captain Miller take W of Major Corbet inthe Bar- 
racks at Northampton on the 10th of October, in en to 80 to 
Harborough ? 

A: Yes; in Order to return there, having come n thence. 

Q. Did Captain elt come from- Wan and not - frony 
Harborough at that tine: 

A. He cannot ſay for certain ; he underſtood he bad come __ 

Harborough. 
Q. Had Major Conrbet given pte Miller une to go to Hart= 
ford to fetch his Wife and- Child, between ing REG of the 
14th of October? 
A. He had given Captain Miller Leave to'go to | Hartford 150 
to the beſt. of his Knowledge, Captain Miller ſasd, nn not. 
want to ſtay but a very few Days. 5 

3 a: Did 
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Q. Did he give him Leave until the 14th of October: 

A. Yes: if he required it. AE: 
Q. Did Captain Miller apply to him on the 19th to know, 
whether he ſhould command at Bedford or Harborough ? 

A. Captain Miller underſtanding that he poſsibly might be 
under Orders to command at Bedford,, applied to him on the 
10th to know, whether he might not command at Harborough; 
having a Child ill of the Small-pox ; and which he granted. 

Q. Are the Orders for Captain Miller's going to Bedford dated 
prior to the 10th ? 

A. He cannot recollect. | | | 
Q. Did he refuſe to give Captain. Miller a poſitive Anſwer 
on the 10th, whether he was to command at mien or 
not? 4 
A. He told him that he could not then poſitively tell TR the 
_ Witneſs was at this Time much engaged, and very buſy writing. 

Q. Was it not then uncertain whether Captain Howard or 
Captain Miller was to command at Harborough ? 

A. No; he conceived they ſhould have been with their 
Troops ; Captain Howard at Northampton, and Captain Miller at 
Harborough. 

Q. Had Captain Howard left his Baggage and his Accounts 
unſettled at Harborough ? 

A. He does not know ; but he's conceives he had Time to have 
arranged both, * 

Q. Was it not the general Cuſtom of the Officers of the Re- 
giment to be abſent for a few _ between the Returns with- 
out Leave? 

A. It has not been the Cuſtom ſince be has had the Honor of 
commanding the Regiment. 

Q. Does he know that there is at this **. Oden abſent 
without Leave from Out-quarters, 

| * | No, 


e 


A. No, he does not. | > 
Q. Were there not Officers abſent without Leave at thi Time 


of Captain Heward's Arreſt, and not noticed by Major Corbet ? 


A. Not that he knew of. 


Q. How long has he had the Cem of the Regiment ? 


A. Prior to the Regiment being encamped at Windſor, which 
was in July laſt. | 

Q. Does he think, that in Captain Howard's going to Har- 
borough, he could wilfully intend to be guilty of a Breach 


of Duty ? 
A. If he had not thought fo, he ſhould not have defired the 
Adjutant to have wrote to him. — 


Q. (by the Court) Does he know where Captain Hoteurd went 
to when he went away? 

A. The Adjutant told him that he ſent the Letter to him 
to Harborough ; ; and that Captain Hoare had received it at 
that Place the next n Wd 


 LiEVTENANT and ADJUTANT JohN Law of the fame Regiment 


being ſworn, was interrogated by Major Corbet's Deſire. 
Q. Did Captain Toward communicate to him his Intentions 


of going away from the Regiment on or about the Iich of 


October laſt ? 

A. Captain Floward came to him on Thurſday Morning the 
11th of October, and deſired he would acquaint Major Corbet 
that he was then going to Market Harborough for three or four 


. Days, or until Sunday ; the Witnefs told him he would do ſo, 


and which he did the ſame Morning on the Parade. Major 


Corbet informed him that he had not his Leave, and deſired him 


to write to Captain Howard, and inform him that it was his 


Orders that he ſhould join his Troop'; he did write accordingly, 


and ſaid he was ordered by Major Corbet to ſay, that he had 
TW + | not 
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the Adjutant when they have Leave? 


(4535 | Ft 
not bis Leave to be abſent, and that he was to join his Froepz 
he did not ſee Captain JToward from the 11th until Sunday the 
14th, when he informed the Witneſs that, he had received his Let- 
ter on the Friday Morning ; ; and that he * come back on the 
Night of Saturday. 


. How far is Harborough From, N ye! 
A. Sixteen Miles. 


. (by the Court) H Captain Howard had returned previous 
to the Parade on Saturday at two o' Clock, was it his Dotz to 


have been preſent at that Parade? 
n 


PISS # FS 


Q. Was he at that Rec 
1 A. No. 0 


Q. Was he at any parade from the 14th to the 14th of Oo- 


tober? 

A. The. Witneſs was at every Parade 3 that Time, and 
captain Howard was not at any One of them. 

Q. Is it cuſtomary for the Officers of the Regiment to go for 


three or four Days from one Quarter to another of the Regi- 


ment, without aſking Leave of the commanding Officer? 
A. He has known of Officers being abſent, but he don't 
know if they had Leave or not. 
Q. Is it the Cuſtom of the Officers.of the Regiment to nora 


A. Sometimes they do, and ſometimes they do. not. 
Q. Isit not the ſtanding Orders of the Regiment that they toute 
A. Yes. 


Q. (by deſire. of Captain Howard). Was Major Corbet at No 3 
thampton at the Time Captain Howard deſired him to * 4 
Mejor Corbet that he was going away for two or three Nek | 


. He had not ſeen Major Corbet that Morning. 


ite Does Major Corbet reſide at Pisſord, about four or fre Miles 
from Northampton? 4 


1 ; 
"T2 ws : # . * * : ” 4 ” + + 7 a©+- 8 o 44 * 


502 


2 th * hat” vs oF 
1 ore ae Nr A 1 
3 ts * — 
n ad of. + +8. 
, a "4 L i* 
U . 
. * ST Ws 7.2 
Sy * x ; * 
Kt 5 £ A c 
„ 1 
BE : 3 2 2 19 
N ws B 5 
4 * * 3 18 * 
WW - „ 
5 1 1 
oy < . a l 
95 J 8 * * ** 
* Mets IS! 
4 +7 ” 7 
"_ # 
* 0 1 
0 BY 
* * 8 * 3 a * I b * * 1 
5 & : . : g 4 9 28 | . : . | 1 act 
A * * 8 bs - * . * HIDE - ; * 5 
1 * : : * N 2 7 2 2 - * 5 
k vo m 8 Foe * . TEA * = - : 
. . r | 5 ; : : 
9 . „5 e 5 C 2 
. 1 22 3 | 5 5 * 
| „ „ OR. +*> 5 . , J | 
SF * 2 : K ; \ 2 
” * . 5 ” Fa : 
F N — $ - 3 * 7 k.2 p þ \ 
IR » 1 | 4 
0 17 » 
- : 5 9 
A. Ves; and he en 1 n there. 


hs Does he not know that Major Corbet lives there, and g goes | 
- than after the Parade? ; 
A. He knows he has a Houſe there, and he ei be goes 
there after the Buſineſs of the wy; ; but the Major W never 
miſſed a Paradeee. : Ni Wo 
Q. Does he know that Major Corbet publicly geg lame about e 
ſix Weeks before the Time in Queſtion, in Pront of the Regi- Free | 
ment under Arms, that all the Officers of the BEE had 
ſent Captain Howard to Coventry? : 
A. He has heard it talked of ; he was not preſent when it t hap- 
pened. _ V7 | 40 
Q. Was he told ſo by Major Corbett? A 1 
A. Yes; as well as by other Officers in Converſation; that 
Major Corbet was deputed by the Officers of the Regiment to 
| Mform Captain Howard that he was ſent to Coventry; and that 
Major Corbet had called the Officers and Captain Heward to- 
gether when the Regiment was drawn out, and communicate 
to Captain Howard this Meſlage ; but that they were at 4 
Diſtance from the Men, who could not hear what paſſed. . 
Q. Under ſuch Circumſtances was it confi "for Captain 
Howard to call upon Major Corbet to alk Lebe ith 


A. He thinks he ought. 


755 2 Q. Is there more than one captain and one Sabalern re- 
quired to attend the daily Parades at ann 
A. No, except on Sundays. J 
Q. Was Captain Howard then bound to appear on pal Parade 
— on Saturday? _ 1 u SLES 
| A. Not unleſs it was his Turn of Duty. dn t 50 
Q. Was it Captain Howard's Turn of Duty? N ee EbDALE 
| A. He cannot exactly ſay. . eee ' 1-54 
ans 668 Q. (by 
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2. (oy t the Court) During the Days which it is ſaid 6 
Howard was abſent, does he know of any Duties he milled ? 

A. He was abſent three Days, and a Duty muſt have come to 
him in that Time, as there were but three Captains preſent. 

Q. (by deſire of Captain Howard) Was Captain Howard abſent 
for more than two Morning Parades; thoſe of Friday and 
Saturday ? 


A. Les; Thurſday's two o'Clock Parade. 


Q. Did Major Cerjat do Duty as Captain when Major Corbet 
es ? 

. He believes he has, but he did not do ſo at this Time. 

177 Why did he not at this Time ? 

A. Becauſe the Lieutenant Colonel being on the Staff as Major 
General, the eldeſt Captain having Brevet Rank as Field Officer, 
did Duty in that Capacity. 

q. (by the Court) Did Captain Howard, on his Return from 
Harborough, acquaint him of the Time 11 left e 4a 
or of the Time of his Return? | 

A. He told the Witneſs that he had got his 1 on Feiday, 
and that he, returned on the Saturday 5 he did not ſay 
at what Hour. 

Q. (by deſire of Major Corbet) Was Major Corbet on the Parade 
on the M wg ene the 1 en n went 
away? | 

A. "Mp | 

Q. Was he in the Town until late inthe Evening of the Day 


before? | ; 


A. Yes, until the Buſineſs of the Regiment was over; it e might 


be until about four or five G' Clock. 


Q. Did Captain Howard tell the Witneſs that he wi not 
hold wy Converſation with Major Corbett and that if he wanted 
4 Leave 
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Leive, it ſhould; come through him, the Adjutant ; for that, it 
Major Corbet attempted to ſpeak to him, th Gs Captain n 


would knock him down? 


A. Ie believes there were Words to chat Putpert HIP Cap- w 
tain Howard told him on Thurſday Morning that he ſhould with” _ 


every Thing to come through the Witneſs; for that: from Major 
Corbet's having inſulted him, Converſation, might paſs in which 
he might not be able to keep his temper; | 


* 4 Re, 


Major Conzer here cloſed the Evidence upon the firft Article 


of Charge, 
and proceeded to offer Proof i iu 


e ol the ſecond and third Articles of Charge, 


and being already ſworn, depoſed, that on Fe 
the 14th of October laſt, on his coming to the Parade at Nor- 
thampton, he perceived Captain Howard coming acroſs the 
Market-place to the Parade, which was formed. Captain Howard 
appeared -at the Time by his Manner to ſhew, that ſomething 


had ruffled or diſpleaſed him, which the Witneſs did not at that 


Time take any Notice of; he appeared to be walking about, 
and did not take his Poſt as other Officers had done. The Wit- 
neſs gave. the Word for the Rear Rank to take cloſe Order, which 
happened to be a Miſtake, as the Men were at that Time in cloſe 
Order; he immediately ſeeing his Error, gave the Word take 


open Order—upon which Captain Howard came to him and 


ſaid, © Sir, if you pleaſe, they are in cloſe Order;” with a 
Smile on his Face, which appeared to the Witneſs to be very 
contemptuous; he continued repeating this Kind of Conduct, 
and went up to the Adjutant. The Witneſs perceiving Captain 
Howard very much heated, and making every Kind of Ridicule 
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(12) 
of bis; his then Commanding Officer, he did not at the In- 


ſtant ſpeak to Captain Horard, but attended to his Duty in 


inſpecting the four Troops quartered in the Town, then on 


the Parade; and after cloſing the Ranks and facing them, in 


Order to march them to Church, and giving the Word March, 
he perceived Captain Howard not inclined to go to Church. The 
Witneſs then went up to him, to ſpeak to him on the Impro- 
priety of his Conduct in having abſented himſelf from his 
Quarters without Leave: Captain Howard ſpokę very haſtily 
and ſaid, he would not ſpeak to the Witneſs without a third 


Perſon. The Witneſs immediately called the neareſt Officer to 


him, which was Cornet Cherry, and then repeated to Captain 
Howard that he wiſhed to ſpeak to him of the Impropriety of 
his Conduct in having abſented himſelf from his Quarters with- 
out aſking his Leave: Captain Howard ſaid, the Witneſs was not 
in Quarters, in the moſt violent Manner; the Witneſs ſaid he was. 
Captain Howard repeated again, I ſay you was not, Sir.” The 


Witneſs again ſaid he was; and added, that if he was not in the 


Way, Captain Sergiſon was, who commanded him, Captain 
Howard. Captain Howard then ſaid, that if he (the Witneſs) 
was not preſent, he ſhould go away whenever he pleaſed. The 
Witneſs then ſaid, Captain Howard, if you do, yon will oblige 
% me to exert my Authority.” Captain Howard then began 
fnapping his Fingers very frequently quite cloſe to the Witneſs's 
Face; and whiſtling in his Face alſo very Hi phage faid, “ if 
« you did not command, you dare not inſult me; and behaved 
in every Way in Order to inſult the Witneſs, The Witneſs 'was 
perfectly compoſed at the Time, and pauſed a ſew Minutes to 


recollect himſelf as to the Senſe of his Duty, and ſent for 


the Adjutant to put Captain Zoward in Arreſt. At this Time 


three Officers of the Regiment came up to the Witneſs, and 


aſced him, if he had taken proper Notice of Captain Howard's 
extraordinary 
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(183) 
extraordinary Conduct; and he anſwered them, that he had or- 
dered the Adjutant to put him under Arreſt, This paſt in 
the Front of the Men, and during We: Time they were march- 
ing to Church. 

Q. (by Deſire of Captain Howard) Did Captain Howard, at 
the Time the Witneſs ſays, that he told him, he dared not 
inſult him if he was not Commanding Officer, repeatedly men- 
tion thoſe Words ſo as to imply a Reſpect for the Situation 
of a Commanding Officer? 

A. He 1s fully confident that there was no other inſult offered 
to Captain Howard but what he might have conſidered as ſuch 
in the Execution. of his Duty as Commanding Officer ;. and 
he ſhould imagine, that the only Conception he had of it, was 
his mentioning that he ſhould. oblige him to. exert his —_— 
as Commanding Officer. 

Q. Did Major Corbet, about ſix Weeks before the Time in 
Queſtion,. publicly tell Captain Howard in the Front of the: 
Regiment, that all the Officers had commiſsioned him to 
ſay, that they (and himſelf included) conſidered bim in Co- 
ventry ? 

A. He was requeſted by the Body of the- Officers of the Regiment 
at Swinley Camp, then having the Honor of commanding the Regi- 
ment, to aſſemble the Officers, and to acquaint Captain Howard, and 
three other Gentlemen of the Regiment at the ſame Tune, that the- 
Body of the Officers of the Regiment had judged it neeeſſary to con. 
ſider Captain JToward and thoſe three other Gentlemen as in Co- 
ventry. It was on. a Field Day previous to the Men marching. off, 
he called the Officers together out of the Hearing of the Men; 
and communicated the Meſſage to Captain Hawurd. . 

Q. Does he know why Captain Howard was ſent to Coventry? 

A. He conceived. from ſome Impropriety in his Conduct whiclr 
the Officers of the Regiment thought he had been guilty of. 

Q. Didi 
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. Did Captain Howard ſend any Officer to the Witneſs to ſay 
che was ready to apologize to him for any Impropriety. his Warmth 
of Temper might have led him into on Sunday the 14th of 


5 Oktober laſt? 


A. The Adjutant came to him from Captain Howard on the 


7 Monday following with ſuch a Meſlage, 


Q. Did he ſend any Anſwer back to that Mellage ? 

A. He told the Adjutant that he did not conceive lit was in his 
Power to do any Thing in it, but make a Report of it to the 
Duke-of York. The Meflage was, that he (Captain Foward) had 
ſeen his Error, and was willing to make an Apology ; that he was 


.;Fearful of being broke, and meeting with the Diſgrace of his 


Uncle, in which Caſe he ſhould | blow Corbet's Brains out.— 
Captain Miller afterwards came from Captain 1Toward, and ſaid 
that he was willing to make any Apology he (Major Corbet) 


| ould dictate to him, to be read publicly to the Regiment, 


and afterwards to him as a private Perſon; he had then ſent his 
Report to the Duke of York. Major Corbet added, that he after« 
wards'went up to conſult the Duke of York upon the Subject. 

Q. Did Captain Howard ſend a Letter to Major Corbet prior 
to the Report being made to the Duke of York, offering to 
make 'any Apology he ſhould dictate before the _— or any 
Way he ſhould think proper ? 

A. About four o'Clock' on the Monday. Evening, captain 
Howard's Servant came on Horſeback with a Note in his Hand! 
The] Note was very ſhort; that Captain Howard was willing to 
make an Apology on the Parade for what had happened on the 


Sunday. He does not think the Word dictate was in it; but he has 


got the Note in Town, and: will produce it To-morrow. 
Q. Did he ſay to Captain Miller, that if any Friend had been 


preſent, the Report would, not have been ſent off ? | 


(15). 15 


. He ſaid; that probably, if a Friend had been by, this we 
90 1 happened; meaning, that Captain Howard would have 
perceived that the Witneſs had no Animoſity againſt him, and that 
what he did was merely from a Senſe of his Duty as command- 
ing Officer. After he had made a Report of the Buſineſs, 
which he. conceived to have been abſolutely neceffary in Diſ— 
charge of his Duty as commanding Officer, he went purpoſely _ 
to London, and waited upon the Duke of Vork; and, as far a8. | " 
his Duty would admit, he endeavoured to extenuate all. in: 4 
his Power the Conduct of Captain Howard. ; . 1 


CAPTAIN WARDEN SERGISON,, of the ſame Regimept,, was 
ſworn and examined by Deſire of Major Corbet. 
Q. Was he on the Parade at Northampton on Sunday 32 
14th of October laſt? and if he was, what did he hear and! 
ſee paſs betweeen Major Corbet and Captain Howard? FSH 
A. On Sunday the 14th of October laſt, he was on the Parade ; 
of the Regiment at Northampton. Captain Howard, as well. as- 
the other Officers of the Troops - quartered there were preſent.. 
Captain Howard did not come, or at leaſt he did not ſee him. 
until after the Parade was formed. The Witneſs did not ſee- 
him at his Poſt; but. when he heard Major Corbet give the- 
Word, © Rear Rank, take cloſe Order,“ he ſaw Captain Howard: 
ſtep forward towards Major Corbet, and call out, Major! they are + 
at cloſe Order already. Captain Howard came up in a laugh- 
ing Manner; and when he had ſaid thoſe Words, he turned 
upon his Heel and burſt out laughing, and kept walking about; 
and the Witneſs did not fee him take his Poſt. His Manner 
of going up to Major Corbet appeared to the Witneſs to be yery 
extraordinary ; laughing, and turning round and laughing, The: 
Witneſs then marched off with the Men to Church. | 
yi | Q. Didi 


(CW) 


d. Did captain Howard ſend any Officer to the Witneſs to ſay. | 
me was ready to apologize to him for any Impropriety. his Warmth 
of Temper might have led him into on Sunday the 14th of 


5 Oktober laſt? 
A. The Adjutant came to kink from Captain Heard on the 


| Monday following with ſuch a Meſlage, 2 

Q. Did he fend any Anſwer back to that Mellage 

A. He told the Adjutant that he did not conceive it was in his 
Power to do any Thing in it, but make a Report of it to the 
Duke of York. The Mefloge was, that he (Captain Howard) had 
ſeen his Error, and was willing to make an Apology ; that hie was 
* Fearful of being broke, and meeting with the Diſgrace of his 
Uncle, in which Caſe he ſhould | blow Corbet's Brains out.— 
Captain Miller afterwards came from Captain Howard, and ſaid 
that he was willing to make any Apology he (Major Corbet) 
ſhould dictate to him, to be read publicly to the Regiment, 
and afterwards to him as 2 private Perſon; he had then ſent his 
Report to the Duke of York. Major Corbet added, that he after- 
wards went up to conſult the Duke of York upon the Subject. 

Q. Did Captain Howard ſend a Letter to Major Corbet prior 
to the Report being made to the Duke of York, offering to 
make any Apology he ſhould dictate before the nn or any 
Way he ſhould think proper? 

A. About four o' Clock on the Monday Evening, Captait 
Howard's Servant came on Horſeback with a Note in his Hand! 
The, Note was very ſhort ; that Captain Howard was willing to 
make an Apology on the Parade for what had happened on the 
Sunday. He does not think the Word dictate was in it; but he has 
got the Note in Town, and: will produce it To-morrow. 

Q. Did he ſay to Captain Miller, that if any Friend had been 


preſent, the Report would, not have been ſent off? 
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A. He ſaid, that probably, if a Fricad had been by, this OY 
not have happened; meaning, that Captain Howard would have 
perceived that the Witneſs had no Animoſity againſt him, and that 
what he did was merely from a Senſe of his Duty as command- 
ing Officer. After he had made a Report of the Buſineſs, 
which he. conceived to have been abſolutely neceffary in Diſ— 
charge of his Duty as commanding Officer, he went purpoſely 
to London, and waited upon the Duke of Vork; and, as far a8. 
his Duty would admit, he | endeavoured to extenuate all. in: 
his Power the Conduct of Captain HON ; 


CAPTAIN WARDEN SERGISON,, of the ſame Regiment, Was. 
ſworn and examined by Deſire of Major Corbett. 
Q. Was he on the Parade at Northampton on Sunday tt 


14th of October laſt? and if he was, what did he hear and! 


ſee paſs betweeen Major Corbet and Captain Howard? 


A. On Sunday the 14th of October laſt, he was on the Parade- - 


of the Regiment at Northampton. Captain Howard, as well. as- 
the other Officers of the Troops quartered there were preſent.. 
Captain Howard did not come, or at leaſt he did not ſee him. 
until after the Parade was formed. The Witneſs did not ſee- 
him at his Poſt; but when he heard Major Corbet give the- 
Word, Rear Rank, take cloſe Order,“ he ſaw Captain Howard: 


ſtep forward towards Major Corbet, and call out, Major! they are 


at cloſe Order already. Captain Howard came up in a laugh- 


ing Manner; and when he had ſaid thoſe Words, he turned 


upon his Heel and burſt out laughing, and kept walking about ;. 
and the Witneſs did not fee him take his Poſt. His Manner 
of going up to Major Corbet appeared to the Witneſs to be yery 
extraordinary ; laughing, and turning round and laughing, The 
Witneſs then marched off with the Men to nne 

Q. Did: 
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Vw Did 1 0 Pear to him, that it was evidently intended as 


inſulting to Major Cos bet? 


A. Moſt undoubtedly. 
2. Was this in the an: (aa and in e Front of the Men? 


| A. Ves. 


Q. (by Deſire of Captain Howard) Did he obſerve any Officer 


-or Soldier laugh at the Miſtake * Corbet made in giving 
the Word ? 


A. His Back was towards the Men, and he did not few 25 
but he cannot ſay 19 80 did not. 


At three o Clock the Court adjourned until To-morrow Morn- 


ing at nine o'Clock. 


WEDNESDAY 


2 
%, 


Wedneſday, 7th November, 1798. 


THE Court being met purſuant to Adjournment; 


Major Corbet produced the Letter which he mentioned Yeſ- 
terday as having received from Captain Howard, and which con- 
tained the Offer of Apology from Captain Howard to him. — 
Captain Howard admitted the Letter, and it was read, viz. 


* il, ; 

In Conſequence of my not being able to command my 
« Temper Yeſterday, after the Parade, I am ready te make an 
« Apology for any Thing I might have ſaid at that Time that 
„ was improper. 

«.F an Ss 
«© Your humble Servant, 
J. F. HOWARD, 
Monday, 4 o' Clock. „Captain, Royal Horſe Guards.“ 


« Major CorBET, R. R. H. Gds.” 


LIEUTENANT CHARLES SLINGSBY, of the Royal Regiment of 
Horſe Guards, being ſworn, was interrogated by Major Corbet's 


Deſire. | 


Q. Was he on the Parade at Northampton on Sunday the 14th 
of October laſt? lz 
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A. Les ;—and when Major Corbet gave the Word, Cloſe Or- 
der,” which the Troops were at at that Time, — Captain Howard 
went up to Major Corbet and ſaid, © They are at cloſe Order, 
* Major ;”—after which, Captain Howard went away from the 
Major, and the Witneſs ſaw him laugh, but he did not hear 
him ſay any Thing more. 

Q. In what Manner did the Conduct of Captain TToward 
ſtrike him at the Time? 

A. It ſtruck him that he was laughing at the Major. 

Q. (by Deſire of Captain Howard) Did any of the other Of- 
ficers or Men laugh at the ſame Time? 

A. He did not ſee any. 

Q. Did the Witneſs himſelf laugh? 1 

A. He did not laugh at Major Corbet, but * laughed at Cap- 
tain Howard. | 
Q. Did he hear what paſſed afterwards? 

A. He did not; he was at the Head of the Men; and when 
the Major gave the Word, March, the Witneſs marched with 
them to Church. | 


CorPoRAL PETER WATMOUGH, of the ſame Regiment, was 
n, and h pe! by Major Corbet's Deſire. 


2 Was he on the Parade at ann on wm Morn- 
ing the 14th of October laſt? And, if he was, what did he ſee 
paſs between Major Corbet and Captain Howard ? 

A. Yes;—he was on the Left of Captain Daſmood's Troop, 
which was one of the centre Troops ;—he ſaw Major Corbet come 
from the Right of the Line oppoſite the Centre of the Line, 
and give the Word, Rear Rank take cloſe Order; and imme- 


Try Captain Howard went up to him, and ſaid, © They are 
« already 


G | 
% already at cloſe Order, if you pleaſe, Sir,” Captain Howard 
turned himſelf on his Heel to the a towards the — 
laughing. 
Q. In what Manner did the laughing of Caſttain Howard ap- 
OM to the Witneſs at the Time? 
It ſtruck him at the Time, that ne was laughing at Major 

cs 

Q. Was it in the Hearing of the Men ? 

A. Yes; he heard it himſelf, and he was in the Ranks. 

Q. (by Deſire of Captain Howard) Did it appear to him, that 
he was laughing at Major Corbet, or at the Order he gave? 

A. It appeared to him, that he was laughing ſcornfully, but 
he can't ſay at which. 

Q. Did he ſce any Body elſe laugh? 

A. Yes; he ſaw ſome of the People of the Town, who were 
Spectators, and who were behind Captain Heu _ after 
Captain Howard laughed, 


Corner JosE?n BInp, of the ſame Regiment, being ſworn, 
was interrogated by Major Corbet's Deſire. 


Q. Was he on the Parade at No#thampton on Sunday the 14th 
of October? And, if he was, what did he ſee paſs between 
Major Corbet and Captain Howard? 

A. Yes; on Sunday the 14th of October laſt he was on the 
Parade at his Poſt, on the Right of Captain Daſioood's Troop 
(which was the right centre Troop) ; he obſerved Captain Howard 
advancing towards the Parade, but who did not take his Poſt. 
Major Corbet gave the Word, Rear Rank take cloſe Order;“ 
upon which Captain Toward advanced towards the Major, and 
ſaid, Major Corbet, they are already at cloſe Order, Sir;“ and 
| D 2 immediately 


(20) 

immediately turning round on his Heel, burſt out laughing in a 
very ſneering and contemptuous Manner, and continued to do ſo 
with ſuch Geſtures, as left no Doubt with the Witnefs, that he 
meant to inſult the Major. Major Corbet made no Reply, but 
correcting his Error in his Word of Command, gave the Word, 


„ Rear Rank take open Order;” and immediately began to in- 
ſpect the Parade. In the mean Time, Lieutenant and Adjutant 
Law was advancing in Front from the Right of the Parade, and 
was immediately followed by Captain Toward, who, coming up 
to him (the Adjutant), patted him over the Shoulder, and ſaid, 
„Lab, tell him what to ſay, poor Fellow, he docs not know 
«. what to ſay; and if he docs not, ſend for his Wife.“ Upon 
which, the Witneſs heard ſome of the private Men in the Rear 
of the Witneſs, exclaim, „Shame! ſhame !”” or Words to that 
Effect; but he cannot aſcertain who. the Men were;—but the 
Witneſs thought, that it was to ſhew their Diſapprobation of 
Captain Toward's Conduct towards Major Corbet.. 


S | 
Jonas WA rod, Private in the ſame Regiment, being ſworn, 
was interrogated by Major Corbet's Deſire. 


Q. Was he preſent on the Parade at Northampton on. Sunday 
the 14th of October laſt? And, if he was, what was his Situa- 
tion ; and what did he ſec paſs between Major Corbet and Captain 
Howard ? 

A. Yes; and he was on the Right of Captain Daſkwood's Troop, 
(which was in the Centre of the Parade) and in the front Rank; 
the firſt he heard was Major Corbet give the Word, © Rear Rank 
« take cloſe Order.” Captain Howard approached the Major, 
and letting fall his Hand by his Side, ſaid, © Sir, they are at cloſe- 
Order, if you. pleaſe.” Captain Howard then walked. away 

from. 


(92) 


from the Major, and the Spectators began laughing ; and Captain 
Howard faid, It is very laughable indeed,” and walked down to 
the Right of the Line, and laughed alſo. Captain Toward 
walked back again, when he met Mr. Law, the Adjutant, to 
whom he ſaid, Why do you not tell him what to ſay, and how 
« to give the Word of Command ; or let his Wife come, and let 
„ her tell him.” The Parade was then faced to the Right; and 
he heard Major Corbet ſay ſomething, but to whom or what it 
was, he can't tell; and he heard Captain Howard ſay, © VI ſpeak 
eto you another Time, or another Day; but he don't know if he 
ſpoke to the Major or not ; and as they were marching to Church, 
he heard fome of the Men in the Rear ſay, that Captain Toward 
was laughing at Major Corbet's Miſtake in giving the Word of 
Command. 

Q. When he heard Captain Howard ſpeak to Adjutant Luo, did 
he hear any of the Men ſay any Thing at the Time ? 

A. Yes, they ſignified nearly the ſame as when they were 
marching to Church. 

Q. Did he hear any of them expreſs any particular Words ? 

A. He heard one of the Men ſay, it was very bad Conduct in 
Captain Howard to behave ſo, in ſuch a public Place. 

Q. (by Deſire of Captain award) Did he ſee any of the 
Officers or Men laugh at the ſame Time ? 
A. He did not; his Attention was directed to the Front. 


ConxxET WILLIAM GEORGE CHERRY, of the ſame Regiment, 
was ſworn and examined, by the Deſire of Major Corbet. 


Q. Was he on the Parade at his Poſt at Northampton, on 
Sunday the 14th of October laſt? and if he was, 912 did he 
fee oy ? 


A. Les; 
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A. Yes; he was on the Right of Major Cerjat's Troop, which 
was upon the Right of the Whole. When Major Corbet came on 
the Parade, he gave the Word © Rear Rank, take cloſe Order,” 
which the Men were already at. He ſaw Captain Howard go up 
to Major Corbet ; but the Witneſs was at too great a Diſtance to 
hear what paſſed ; but he appeared to ſay ſomething to the Major, 
and he then turned round, and laughed. He heard nothing 
further; the Word was given,“ Face to the Right, and march,” 
and they went to Church ; then Major Corbet called him to wit- 
neſs what he was going to ſay to Captain Howard ;—he then ſaid, 
„I wiſh to ſpeak to you, Captain Toward, on the Impropriety of 
« your going from Quarters without Leave.” Captain Howard 
anſwered, “ You was not at Head Quarters when I went.” Major 
Corbet anſwered, © I was.” Captain Howard replied, © I fay you 
„was not at Iead Quarters; do you think I am to come to 
„ Pisford, whenever I want Leave ;” (Pisford is the Place Major 
Corbet lives at.) Major Corbet ſaid, * I was at Head Quarters till 
% paſt four o'Clock; and if I had not been there, Captain Sergiſon 
« was there; and you ſhould have aſked his Leave as your ſu— 
“ pcrior Officer.” —Captain otward replied, © Whenever you are 
« not at Head Quartcrs, I ſhall go wherever or whenever I 
e pleaſe.” The Major then ſaid, If you do fo, Captain Howard, 
« 1 muſt exert my Authority.” Capain Howard then whiſtled in 
Major Corbet's Face, and ſnapped his Fingers, and walked a few 
Paces from him.—Captain Howard afterwards went up to Major 
Corbet again, and ſaid, * As commanding Officer, you may inſult 
« me; but in any other cares paged you dare not: J ſay you dare 
„ not inſult me.“ 

Q. (by the Court) Was the whiſtling and . ſnapping of 
the Fingers in the Hearing or Sight of the Men? 

A. He don't think it was in either. 


LI1iEU- 
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L1EUTENANT and ADJUTANT Law was again called and 
We by Deſire of Major Corbet. 


1 When did he firſt ſee Captain Howard at Northampton 0 on 

Sunday the 14th of October laſt, and what paſſed ? 
A. He ſaw Captain Howard at the Peacock Inn, in that Town, 
about Half paſt Ten in the Morning of that Day. Captain Howard 
deſired he would ſpeak to Major Corbet, to get him fourteen Days 
Leave; for he withed every Thing to go through the Witneſs to 
Major Corbet, as he had been inſulted or injured by Major Corbet, 
and being of a warm Diſpoſition, ſhould the Major ſay any Thing 
to him, he might be induced ta knock him down.—Captain 
Howard was very much agitated at this Time; and the Witneſs 
went to the Parade. Soon after, he ſaw Captain Howard on the 
Parade, but not at his Poſt, as other Officers were. Major Corbet 
bid the rear Rank take cloſe Order. Captain Howard ſaid to 
him, Major, they are already at cloſe Order.“ Major Corbet 
recollected himſelf, and bid the rear Rank take open Order. 
The Witneſs then went to Major Corbet, to give him the Morning 
Reports; and, in his Way to the Major, Captain Howard came up 
to the Witneſs, and, tapping him on the Shoulder, ſaid, Law, 
„tell him what to do; poor Fellow, he does not know what to 
„ ſay;” laughing at the ſame Time. Major Corbet inſpected the 
Parade, and the rear Rank moved up to cloſe Order, faced to 
e the Right, and marched off to Church, by Order from Major 
Corbet. As the Men were going off the Parade, Major Corbet 
went up to Captain Howard,: and aſked him the Reaſon of his 
having abſented himſelf from Quarters without Leave. Captain 
Howard ſaid, * I'll not anſwer till a third Perſon is by;“ upon 
which Major Corbet called Cornet Cherry. Major Corbet then 
faid, “ I want to know the Reaſon of your leaving Head Quarters 
8 mon 


* Howard then ſaid, he would beg the Major's Pardon tor 


( 
without Leave.” Captain Zoteard ſaid, that he (the Major) "os 


not there. Major Corbet replied, . I was here, Cy Howard. 
Captain Howard ſaid, * You was not, Major.” The Major re- 


- plied, “1 have not miſſed a Parade, Captain Toward, ſince the 


„Troops came into Quarters; and if I was not here, Captain 
* Sergiſon was here, who is your ſuperior Officer.” Captain 
Howard then ſaid, * When you are not here, I ſhall go away,” (or 


Words to that Effect) + You durſt not inſult me but as com- 


manding Officer ;” repcating theſe Words, and whiſtling and 
{napping his Fingers in the Major's Face, and uſing Words to the 
ſame Purport and inſulting Effect. Captain Howard then went 


away. The Witneſs then told Major Corbet, that Captain 7Toward 


had deſired him to aſk him for fourteen Days Leave to go away. 
Major Corbet replied, © I ſhall give him no Leave; but you will go 


to him, and tell him, it is my Orders he is in Arreſt.” 


Q. What paſſed between Captain ZToward and the Witneſs in 
the Evening of the ſame Day? 

A. He went to Captain Howard in the Evening, and he ſaid, 
„ Law, have you heard any thing from Major Corbet;“ he told 
him he had not ſince he was put in Arreſt. Captain Zoward then 
told him he would beg Major Corbet's Pardon for abſenting him- 
ſelf from Quarters, and defired he would tell the Major ſo. On 
the Monday, about Twelve or One o'Clock, he told Major Corbet 


that Captain JToward would do ſo. Major Corbet replied, he would 


not take any partial Apology. He went back, and told Captain 
Howard what the Major had ſaid; and told him that Major Cor- 
bet was writing to the Duke of York, Commander in Chiet, and 
alſo to the Duke of Richmond, to report his Conduct. Captain 
Toward upon this faid, + What can 1 do?” and the Witneſs told 
him, if it was him, he would beg his Pardon for the Whole; 
but that, perhaps, the Major would not even take that Apology. 


the 


(2) 


the Whole; and Authorized the Witneſs to tell him ſo. He then 
went and told Major Corbet, that Captain Howard would make 
ſuch Apology; who replied, that his Letters were wrote, and 
that he ſhould ſend them off; but, if Captain Howard would write 
him ſuch Apology as he choſe to make, that he would take it up 
1 to Town the next Morning to the Duke of York, and mitigate the 
Buſineſs all in his Power. Captain Howard replied, that if the 
Major would not take his Letters from the Poſt, it was of no Uſe 
his making an Apology, or Words to that Effect. 
| a. (by Deſire of Captain Howard) In what Situation does he 
(the Witneſs) ſtand in the Regiment? | 
A. Senior Lieutenant. | 
Q. (by the Court) When Captain Howard whiſtled and ſnapped. 
his Fingers in Major Corbet's Face, was it done in the Sight or 
Hearing of the Men? 
A. No, neither; the Men were marched off to Church. 
Q. Did Captain Howard ſay any Thing to him on the N | 
reſpecting Major Corbet's Wife? 
A. No. 
Q. (by Deſire of Major Corlet) Is he poſitive « that Glptair 
Howard did not ? 
A. He never heard him; he was buſ y about his own Duty. 
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The Evidence in Support of the Charges being here cloſed, 


CAPTAIN HowARD opened his Defence as follows :--- 


| won My Lord Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Cd 

I truſt I ſhall not treſpaſs long on your Time. I willingly | 
" * acquit Major Corbet of improper Intentions in having in- 

N E. « ſtituted 
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moſt aggravating Nature had not irritated my Mind. 


us | (e 


His offirances that it never would 
have taken Place if any common Friend had been on the 
Spot, convince me that it has not ariſen from the Dictates of 
his own Heart. I am ſure that the Differences unhappily ſub- 
ſiſting between us would rather have diſſuaded than occaſioned it. 


cc Aldiongh I truſt it will appear, that no diſhonourable 
Motives, no Feelings unworthy of a Gentleman, have placed 
me here, yet I cannot but be ſenſible that to be the Subject 
of a Court Martial, is one of the ſevereſt Puniſhments which a 
Britiſh Officer can endure. To have been ſuſpected of a Breach 
of my military Duty is to me a moſt oppreſsive Recollection. 
Should this Honorable Court, in their Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
honor me with their Acquittal, yet how ſhall I forget that T 
have been accuſed ?---I anticipate alſo the Feelings of my 
Friends---But my Conſolation in this Affliction is, that my 
Error was the unpremeditated Ebullition of a haſty Moment. 
As ſoon as it had taken Place, it was repented of, and apolo- 
giſed for in a Manner becoming, I hope, of an Officer to his 
Superior. 


& Tt never would have exiſted at all, if Circumſtances of the 
In a 
Word, while ſmarting under the Senſe of what I felt to be an 
unmerited Infult, I yielded to a momentary Inadvertency---it 
was but momentary---I never intended a Violation of my Duty, 
nor an Offence 108225 the Britiſh Service. 


„ But I recellect my Cauſe is in the Hands of a Nobleman and 
Gentlemen of high Honor and Education, who will hear with 


e, allow ſomething to Human Feeling, and never caſt a 
« Shade 


„ Shade on a Character which it has been my AAR Effort | to 


66 e from the ſmalleſt Diſgrace, 


To the Firſt Charge my Anfwer i is FER! J am not gullty⸗ 


< T had Leave of Abſence, I went only from one . the Quarters 

of the Regiment to another, where my Baggage lay, and all my 
« Accounts unſettled, I came back almoſt immediately after I 
6 received the Letter deſiring my Return. 


« Of the Second Charge, I recollect no diſrepectful Geſture, 
„but a Smile, in which I hope I was not greatly criminal. 
„ Though a Commanding Officer ſhould make a Miſtake in his 
„ Orders, I acknowledge it is indecorous to ſmile or laugh. It 
„„ was a Folly for which I would have apologized. But ſurely it 
„ cannot merit the awful Solemnity of an accuſing Court 
«© Martial. 


« With very painful Feelings, I approach the Reſt of the 
«© Charges, becauſe, to vindicate myſelf from their Weight, I muſt 


* ſtate ſome Particulars which I ſincerely with I could bury in 


wy Oblivion. 


« To remark on the Conduct of my Brother Officers, is a moſt 
„ diſtreſsing Employment. The Human Temper will vary, and 
* Difterences will ariſe in the worthieſt Circles. I wiſhed their 
« Friendſhip ; and though I failed of procuring it, I impute the 
% Failure not to wilful Enmity, but to ſome Miſapprehenſion, 
„ unknown and unexplained.---May this Proſecution end all 
« Diſpleaſure, 


A Diſſention about the Meſſes had ariſen at Ipſwich; but on | 
„ our March to Weymouth, Lieutenant Daniels and myſelf men- 


E 2 &« tioned 
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"tioned, in the Hearing of ſeveral of the Officers, that we would 
join any Regimental Meſs. It was intimated there would be 
none; yet, ſoon after, the other Officers were ſolicited to join 


one. Our Enquiry about the Meſs-Houſe was anſwered, it was 
a Club-Houſe. We only were excluded. At Windſor, after- 
wards, two Officers joined Lieutenant Daniels and myſelf. Our 
e. was four, the other Mels five. 


rh « At Windſor we learnt, by Accident, that his Royal Highneſs 
the Prince of Wales intended to honor the Officers with his 
Company. On this, our Party forgot every Difference. We 
obeyed the Dictates of our Duty to prove our Loyalty to our 
Sovereign, by a due Reſpect to his Royal Highneſs. We ſigni- 
fied to the five Gentlemen of the Meſs-Houſe, that we ſhould 


be happy to join the Reſt of the Officers in their Homage 


to the Prince; ang as the Meſs-Houſe was too ſmall, we wiſhed 


to partake of the Expence in enlarging it. We were anſwered, 
that no Perſon ſhould dine there, but that particular Meſs, and 


the married Men whom they choſe to invite. 


« Our Loyalty overcame our private Feelings, and we repeatgd 
our Meſſage through Major Corbet, earneſtly begging not to be 
excluded from our Duty to the Prince. The Anſwer returned 
was, that the Prince ſhould dine in their Houfe,. and that we 


ſhould have nothing to do with it. 


& Unwilling to feem to ſhew Diſreſpect to his Royal Highneſs, 
the four Gentlemen of our Meſs went together to renew our 
Solicitation. Another Refuſal may have drawn from me at 
that Time a warm Expreſsion; but if I could have placidly | 
acquieſced in being held up to his Royal Highnefs as a Man 


unworthy of his Preſence, without one Cauſe, I fhould have 
% conceived 
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conceived myſelf highly diſreſpectful and diſloyal; We were 


mortified by not dining with the Prince when he came. 


- 
2 
% 


« But what was my Surprize? How inexpreſsible my Mortifica- 
tion, when, two Days after, Major Corbet, on the Parade, 


before all the Men, told me in their Hearing, that all the 


Officers in the Regiment had ſent me to Coventry. All, ſaid 
I. -Ves, all.---Yet Captain Ware, on the Spot, wiſhed to ex- 
plain that he had not; Lieutenant Thorp had net; Colonel 
Belford, who was then in the Regiment, had not; Captain Miller 
and others had not; and Cornet Bird ſtated, that he only ac- 
quieſced, becauſe he was told, that the Wives of the other 


Officers would not aſſociate with his, if he refuſed Compliance. 


J cannot expreſs how much my Mind was wounded by this 


Reproach. There was no other Cauſe for this moſt mortifying 
Diſgrace, but the warm Effuſion of my loyal Feelings, at being 
unjuſtly excluded from the Son of my Sovereign. 


« I had never offended Major Corbet: but I was hurt in the 
moſt tender Point, to ſee my Commanding Officer voluntarily 
outſtep his Duty, and irregularly interfere to cruſh me with his 
Cenſure---Not only to interfere, but wythout one Inveſtigation 
to decide, and to decide ſo ſeverely againſt me. It is with great 
Reluctance I ſtate this; but it was the Cauſe, and the only Cauſe, 
why, on the Occaſion complained of, I was hurried to offend. 


« A few Weeks afterwards, on the Eleventh of October 


Circumſtances called me to Harborough. I had received 


Major Corbet's general Permiſsion ; but I did not diſreſpectfully 


avail myſelf of it. I went to the Adjutant, and ſtated, I 1 


was going to Harborough for a Day or two. On the next Day, 
I received the Adjutant's Letter, ſtating Major Corbet's Orders 
to rejoin my Troop, | 
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Again my Senſibility was wounded, It was a permitted 
0 any general Practice for Officers to be abſent even with- 
„% out Leave. Some were at that Moment abſent. Did 


it not then appear very peculiar to me, that I ſhould be ſe- 


« lected, and ſo pointedly recalled ? Could I avoid remembering 


Major Corbet's Addreſs to me at the Head of the Regiment? 


«To my Mind, already wounded, it ſeemed a very partial Ob- 


jection. An eſteemed Friend intreated me to be calm, and 


„ to meet Major Corbet with all the Deference due to my Com- 


„ manding Officer, IIis Reaſonings abated my Feelings. I re- 


joined my Troop, 


On the next Day, the 14th, I was called out by mae 
“ Corbet, and rebuked for my Abſence, 


„To be abſent without Leave, is wrong; but I had had his 
« Permiſsion 3 and if I had not, yet when a Relaxation on ſuch a 
« Point has generally taken Place, would it not have been deli- 
“ cate to have made it publicly known, that it was no longer 
allowed, before a public Rebuke ſhould be given. | 


1 * 


« Major Corbet in his Evidence has ſaid, that before any Thing 
had paſſed, I appeared to him much agitated. It was a Pity 
that, ſeeing this, he had not waited for a cooler Moment. 


* 


6 


„A Rebuke from a ſuperior Officer falls heavy: He mult be 
„void of Feeling, void of Honor, void of Duty, on whom it 
% makes no Impreſsion. Shall I not be pardoned, if, circum- 
e ſtanced as I was, it kindled my Senſibility. It wounded me 


“ more, becauſe, out of many offending, I only was cenſured. 
66 My 
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My Lord and Contain am I greatly criminal, 'that, in ; 
a Moment of haſty Paſsion, ſo produced, I erred ? Does not 
the conceived Provocation make the Error venial? | 


% 


« An Hour had not elapſed before I felt my Fault: It was then my 

Duty to repair it. That I endeavoured to repair it, my Witnefles 
willſtate. That 1 fulfilled every Duty of Reſpect to Major Corbet, 
and proferred every Apology before any Complaint was made by 
him, I will prove. Theſe Apologies were the Dictates of my 
Mind; they were alſo in {tri Conformity to the only Article 
of War, which 1 humbly ſu 
Section 7th, Article 1ſt. 


« No Officer, Non-commiſsioned Officer, or Soldier, ſhall uſe 
any reproachful or provoking Speeches or Geſtures to another, 
upon Pain, if an Officer, of being put in Arreſt, (or, if a Non- 
commiſsioned Officer, or a Soldier, impriſoned), and of aſking 
Pardon of the Party offended, in the Preſence of his Com- 


manding 9 


«KY humbly ſubmit, that what this Article enjoins, I ſhall prove 


that I have willingly fulfilled ; that, in ſo doing, I have antici- 


pated the Judgment of this Court, and ſatisfied the Honor of 
Major Corbet. I humbly hope, I ſpeak with Deference, that 


this Honorable Court will either honor me with their Acquittal, 


or direct only a Repetition of thoſe Apologies which the Article 
enjoins, and which I have been always deſirous to make. 


« My Lord and Gentlemen, I leave my Honor, my Character, 
and my Fortune in your Hands. A Britiſh Court Martial i is a Iri- 
bunal I revere, becauſe Wiſdom and J uſtice govern its Deciſions, 
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mit that I have offended, viz. 
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N I therefore await its Deciſion with Deference and Firmneſs, 
< and anxiouſly hope it will admit, that my Motives have not 
e been N © nor my Feelings a Diſgrace. | 


* J will only add, that, on one Account, I 15 not regret this Court 


Martial. It affords me an Opportunity, hitherto debarred me, of 
Ne 1 that Zeal and Loyalty to my Sovereign, and to the 


« Prince of Wales, which may have ſeemed dubious from my 
6c unwilling Abſence when his Royal Highneſs honored the 
Regiment with his Preſehce. I hope His Royal Highneſs will 


BR hear, that -my Zeal to pay him the Homage which is his 


«Due, was inferior to none, and that no improper Conduct had 
& excluded me and my Brother Officers from his Preſence. 
„% My little Efforts on the Continent, though feeble, my per- 


© petual Deſire of being uſeful there, will, I hope, acquit me of 


“ all Diſloyalty, and ſhew I have been always actuated by the 
& moſt earneſt Attachment to His Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
„ment, and * my Zeal for the Honor of the Service. 


« I will only expreſs my Gratitude to this Honorable Court, 


without treſpaſsing farther on their Patience.” 


CoRNET JoHN HANNay, of the Royal Regiment of Horſe 


Guards, being ſworn, was interrogated by Captain Howard's 
Deſire. 


Q. About a Fortnight before Captain Howard was put in Arreſt, 
does he recollect walking with him in the Town of Northampton, 


and 


. . 81 5 5 | ; ( 33 5 : A 
and Major Corbet's' topping his ane and ſaying any Thing is 1 9 
e Captain Howard? A n 
. They were walking trigetiine towards the Barracks; and 
| . they met Major Corbet in a One-horſe Chaiſe, which he ſtopped, 
2 and told Captain Howard that he had his Leave to be either: at 
„ Northampton or Harborough, which ever he pleaſed. 
5 Q. Was this ſo expreſſed as to imply that it was - Leave only 
* given him whilſt at Out Quarters, and that it was to ceaſe when 4 


atꝗt Head Quarters, : 
2 A. No; he conceived it · was Leave for him, whether at Of | { 


Fe or at Head Quarters. | 
Q. Did he ever know ſuch a Diſtinction, or does as believe it | 
exiſts in the Regiment? | | | > 
A. No. "211607 | | 
Q. Does he know. it to Fn >" Cindhawe: in ls Dion: for | 
Officers to be abſent for a Day, two, or three, without Leave, 18 
without Notice being taken of it, both before and ſince Oo. \ i 
Corbet commanded the Regiment? 
A. Yes; within the Quarters of the Regiment 
Q. Was Harborough one of the Quarters of the . 
A. Yes; it was the Quarter Captain Howard had: commanded 
at. | { 1 Beth 
Q. When he heard Major Corbet had objected to Captain 
Howard's going there, did he conceive it to be both a hard and 
marked Thing ? | 
A. Yes; particularly as Captain ZToward was juſt: changed em | 5 
the King's Ne at Harborough to his own d at North- — 
ampton. e 88 
Q. Does he recolledt any particular Addreſs Major Co Corbet made 
do Captain Horoard before the Men, on the W in the Front 
of the Regiment, a few Weeks prior to his Arreſt? [2 


A. Yes; the Regiment was e Arms for a Field Day at 
F | Swinley 
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Swinley Camp, when Major Corbet deſired the Officers to come in 
Front of the Parade; and he told Captain Howard, that the whole 
Regiment had ſent him and ſome other Officers to Coventry; and 
it was ſo near the Men, that he thinks ſome of the Men in the 


| nc Squadron muſt have heard it. 


Q. Can he be certain that Major Corbet ſaid, All the Officers 


lad done ſo? | 


A. Yes; and he repeated that, All the Officers hid twice. 

Q. Did the Witneſs ſend Captain een to e ge ; 
® A. No. 

Q. Did Captain Ware ſay any Thing at the Time? 

A. Captain Ware ſaid he wiſned to explain himſelf; that he 
did not ſend Captain Howard to Coventry. Major General 


Staveles/ then ſaid, the King's Dragoons were waiting for them, 


and it could be explained another Time; "nd. they then | 
marched off. 

Q. Does he believe that many of the Officers had not agreed to 
ſend Captain Howard to Coventry ? | 

A. Yes; Captain Miller, Lieutenant Thorp, e! Parkes, 
and others. 

Q. Does he know that ſeveral Meſſages were ſent from Captain 
Howard and the other Gentlemen, propoſing to unite at the Time 
the Prince of Wales intended the — the Honor of dining 
with them? 

1 

Q. Were their Overtures refuſed ? 

ee. | 

Q. (by the Court) Did that Refuſal come from Major Corbet ? 

A. No, from the Meſs, but which was delivered by Mayor 
Corbet. i 

Q. Was the Witneſs preſent on Monday the 15th of October 
laſt, at Northampton, _— a Converiation paſſed between Captain 

5 Howard 


2 | ' C689) x 
Howard and Lieutenant and A Lato reſpecting an n Apology 
to Major Corbet ? | 

A. Yes; Captain Howard deſired Mr. Law: to carry an Apology _ 
to Major Corbet, which Mr. Law told him he had done, and 
which the Major would not accept of; and that Major Corbet's 
Letters were put into the Poſt Office, and they could not-be taken 
out. The Witneſs replied, they could be taken out; and Mr. 
Law replied, that Major Corbet was determined the Buſinefs 


ſhould go before the Duke of York. 
Q. Was the Apology now ſhewn the Witneſs the Apology 


meant by Captain Howard? being the Letter already before the 


Court, -produced by Major Corbet. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was this ſent before the Letters were put in the Poſt ? 

A. He conceives ſo, as the Perſon who took it to Major Corbet, 
after delivering it to him, returned before five o'Clock, which 
Is 20 Hours before the Poſt goes out. | 

Q. (by the Court) Was Captain Howard in Orders for his Troop 
at the Time Major Corbet met him in his Carriage at Northamp- 
ton, and gave him the general Permiſsion to be either at Harbo- 
rough or Northampton ? 

A. He does not think he was. 

Q. (by Deſire of Major Corbet) Does he know an Inſtance of 
any Officer going from Head Quarters for two or three Days with- 
out Leave during Major Corbet's Command of the Regiment ? 

A. Hedid; and Major Corbet knew of it : he went to Ketter- 
ing for one Night. 

Q. (by the Court) Does he know of any other Officers doing | 
ſo? 
A. He knows of Officers going, but not ds they had Leave 
or not, 

F 2 A. How 


R 
Q. How does he know that Major Corbet ROOM! of h his . , 


away > of | } LIE) Bd 


A. He told him ſo afterwards. | 

.Q.; (by Deſire of Major Corbet) Was there any Thing pointedly 
improper in Major Corbet to Captain Howard, and the other Gen- 
tlemen, when he communicated the. Meſſugg to him from the 
Offi cers of the Regiment? 
A. No, he cannot ſay there was; nothing more than the 
18 au of the Others. | 


— 
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Cox NET Tromas Ei L i8, of the Glee Regiment, was ; ſworn, 


1 


and W by Deſire of Captain Howard. 7: 180 | 

Q. Does he ache whether Major Corbet declined to give 
Orders to the Officers of the Coventry Meſs, otherwiſe than through 
the Quarter-Maſters and non-commiſsioned Officers, ſince they 
were ſent to Coventry? 

A. They were not given to them as, ; they were to the other 
Officers. | | 

Q. In what Manner did it differ ? 

A. In the Troop he was in, which was in an Out Quarter, and 
had no other Officer at the Time with it, there came an Order to 
the Quarter-Maſter through the Adjutant, which he conceived 
ought to have come tv him, notwithſtanding his being then at 
Coventry. 2 

Q. Did the ſame happen to Captain Foward ? 

A. He can't tell. 

Q. What did Licutenant Bird fay to the Witneſs after Major 
Corbet had ſaid the Officers had ſent Captain TToward and the 
other Officers to Coventry ? © 


Woe Þ£ - if 3 
| A. He 


6 


A. He e ſaid, on the Day it took Place, that he ſhould conſider 
himſelf exactly in the ſame Situation as if it had not took Place; 
meaning, that he ſhould ſpeak to him; and, for a Day or two, 
ſpoke to the Witneſs as uſual. ; 

Q. Does he know whether captain Howard made 6 
Applications to be allowed to pay his Homage to the Prince of 


Males; and on that Occaſion to forget all Differences ? 


A. Yes. 

Q. Were not Captain | Howard and his Friends repeatedly 
excluded ? 

A. Yes. . | 

Q. (by Deſire of Major Corbet) To whom were theſe Applica- 
tions made ? 

A. To the five Officers of the Meſs, through Major Corbet, 
who commanded the Regiment. 

Q. (by the Court) Does he know that Major Corbet, at any 
Time, treated the Gentlemen in Coven try, or Captain Toward in 
particular, in a Manner that might hurt their Feelings when on 


the Parade ? 


A. He does not. N 


LIEUTENANT CHARLES DANIELS, of the ſame Regiment, 
was ſworn, and interrogated by Captain 7Toward's Deſire. 


Q. Does he know that Officers of the Regiment have been in 


the Habit of going from the Regiment for a few Days, without 


aſking Leave ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Does he know, that when any Troops were under the 


Officers of the Coventry Meſs, Major Corbet did, or did not, 
decline to give Orders to them, but ſued them through "Ra 
Quarter-Maſters and Corporals ? | 


A. W 5 
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A. When he was on his March to Rickmanſworth, Major 


Corbet gave Orders to the Witneſs's Corporal, himſelf being preſent, 
and which he conceived ſhould have been given to him ; he told 
the Corporal his Officer would attend him round the Stables. 


Q. Docs he know that Captain Howard's Mind was much hurt 


from Major Corbet's addrefsing him about his being in Co- 
. ventry ? | 

A. He has no Doubt ont it ; and he has often heard Captain 
Howard expreſs himſelf much hurt at it, and appear agitated 
about it; and particularly, as he conceived he was ſent to Co- 
ventry without Cauſe, 
Q. Does it conſiſt with the Witneſs's Knowledge, that Captain 
Howard, ſo far from being of a quarrelſome Diſpoſition, that he 
has made up more Quarrels than any Officer in the Regiment ? 


A. Moſt certainly; he has known him repeatedly interfere ; 
and that he has prevented five Differences from coming to Extre- 


mities ſince the Regiment has come from the Continent. -» 
Q. (by the Court) Does he know that Major Corbet has at any 
Time treated thoſe Gentlemen in Coventry, or Captain Howard 


in particular, in a Manner that might hurt * Feelings when 


on the Parade, or before the Men ? 
A. He cannot ſay he does. 


CaeTaiN WILLIAM MILLER, of the ſame Regiment, was 
ſworn, and aſked by Deſire of Captain Howard; b 


Q. Was he at Harborough on the 12th of ORober ? and if he 


was, did he obſerve the Feelings of Captain Toward upon his 


recciving a Letter from the Adjutant of the Regiment ? oP 
A. He was; and on the 12th of October he called on Captain 
Howard at Lodgings he had at Harborough, who told him he 
had 
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had received Intimation that Major Corbet had ordered him to 
join his Troop at Northampton; and the Witneſs told him it 
was what he expected. Captain Howard was extremely agitated, 
and faid, was it not a moſt partial Buſineſs, that he thould be 
thus ſelected by Major Corbet, while two other Officers were then 
- abſent from Head Quarters, and who, he did believe, had ſcarcely 

been preſent at the Quarters of the Regiment, except on the 
Days of the Returns? and alſo, was it not a ſtrange Thing, 
merely as he had only gone from one Quarter of the Regiment 
to the other? and added, that he could never meet Major 
Corbet without being extremely irritated, as he had been violently 
inſulted by Major Corhet, and that without Cauſe. The Wit- 


neſs told Captain Howard, that he thought he had better be 


quiet, for he believed Major Corbet to be a very good hearted 
worthy Man ; and he was certain that he would not willingly 
inſult him, Captain Howard, if Matters were explained; and, at 
all Events, he ought to reſpect the Character of his command- 
ing Officer. Captain Howard ſaid he would, if he could, command 
his Temper; but that he never ſaw Major Corbet without expe- 
riencing Agitation; and added, that he would have Nothing to 
do with Major Corbet, except in the Line of his Duty, and would 
receive his Orders through the Adjutant, if poſsible, that he 
might not be led into Error. 

Q. Did he take an Apology from Captain Howard to _ 
Corbet ? 
ZA. Yes. On Tueſday the 16th of October, after ſome Con- 
verſation with Captain Howard, he went to Major Corbet ; and 
after ſtating what had paſſed between him and Captain Howard, 
who had complained of the very great Injury his Feelings had 
received from being ſent to Coventry in the Manner he was, 
Major Corbet admitted to him, that it was what he thought per- 
fectly likely to be the Caſe, and expreſſed himſelf ſorry for the 
Cauſe. The Witneſs added, that he had every good Opinion of 
Captain. 


et * 
a 
* 


ten Years in the. Regiment without Reproach, in which Major 
Corbet fully acquieſced, and agreed with the Witneſs in regretting. 


5 (40) 7 f 
captain TToꝛcurd's conduct and Character, having ſerved for „ 1 5 | | 6 .4 3 
„ that there had not been ſome common Friend preſent at e A 9 Z 
.  _ "Time to have interfered, as Matters might not have ts ne ":s 1 
” Length they hare. | 175 


. Q. (by Deſire of Major Corbet) Docs he conceive that Major 
Corbet's ſending a Letter through the Adjutant to Captain Howard, 
ordering him to join his Troop at Head , could be conſi- 


A 


dered as an Inſult intended to him! | 
A. Moſt certainly not. 3 
Q. (by the Court) What Reaſon had he for eig to Captain 
Toward, that it was what he expected, when he told the Witneſs 
0 hae had received a Letter ordering him to join? 
| A. He muſt own he ſuſpected Partiality. 


At three o'Clock the Court adjourned until To-morrow Morn- 
ing at ten o'Clock. 
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7 # HE Court en met purſuant to Adjournment, 


LIEUTENANT DaNIELs begged Permiſsion of the Court to be 
allowed to correct his Anſwer to the laſt Queſtion which was put 
to him Yeſterday, when he ſaid, © He cannot ſay he does;” for, 

upon Recollection, he does think that Major Corbet did behave 
to him rather in a different Manner after he was in Coventry, to 
what he did prior to it's taking Place, but which he rather con- 
ceived to be from Warmth than Diſreſpect. He never knew of 
any Difference in Major Corbet's Conduct to Captain Howard. _ 3>1 74:51 


Captain Zoward having now concluded his Defence, 


Major Corbet requeſted the Indulgence of the Court for a ſhort 
Time, in Order to arrange ſome Obſervations he wiſhed to fubmit, 
which being granted, he retired ; and after fome Time proceeded 
as follows : 30 


Py * — 


* 


« My Lord Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court Martial, 
0 It i is now become my Province to trouble the Court with a 
* few Obſervations in Reply to the Evidence adduced by Captain 5 
Hotodrd, in Anſwer to the Charges I have had the Honor tg 
« ſubmit to the Court, being unwilling to take up your Time inf ff 
1 12 nn any further Evidence 1 in Expianativey of that brought- by . 


os 


(42) 


Captain Howard, leaving it to the Judgment of the Court, 
whether the Charges I have brought forward have been ſub- 
ſtantiated or not, only begging to obſerve, that if the Court 
have any Doubt of my having ſubſtantiated the firſt Charge 
by not Having proved it, other than by Captain Howard's own 


Acknowledgment, the Fact of his being abſent at Harbo- 


rough is now in full Evidence before the Court, from his own 


Witneſs, Captain Miller, who has told the Court he was at 


Harborough with Captain Howard on the 12th when Captain 


Howard received the Adjutant's Letter, ordering Captain 
Howard's Return to Northampton. I ſhall therefore only beg 


Permiſsion of the Court to explain a Part of Captain Miller's 
Evidence, which, I am fully convinced, has been uninten- 


tionally miſconſtrued, as to my favourable Opinion of Captain 


Howard's previous military Conduct, requeſting, that the 
Court will recolle& that particular Part of Captain Miller's 
Evidence. I am there ſtated to have conſidered Captain 


Toward as ill-treated and oppreſſed. I allow his Situation was 
diſtreſsing, and I might feel for him, as I ſhould naturally do 
for any individual Officer, when the Body of the Regiment 
felt themſelves compelled to adopt the Meaſure they did to- 
wards Captain Howard; but I never meant to ſay, he did not 
deſerve it. I am, by the ſame Evidence of Captain Miller, 


ſtated to have expreſſed a high Opinion of Captain Howard, 


as a Man of unſullied Character and Honor, and without Re- 
proach during a long Service with the Regiment. Here have 
I moſt truly to lament, that the honorable Zeal of Captain 
Miller, in Behalf of his Friend, ſhould have induced him fo 
ſtrongly and emphatically to have exprefled himſelf, having 
thereby enforced upon me the moſt painful Taſk I feel I 
have yet- had to perform, as it calls for a Reply, which 


obliges me to enter into Explanation, leſt my Meaning ſhould 
| | « not 


— 


: 4 not be dearly and AifinRly nage by the Court, in my 
« Converſation with Captain Miller. Were I aſked if Captain 


« Toward was a Man of unſullied Honor, is it to be expected 0 


%% I thould have volunteered in exclaiming to the contrary ? 


or why ſhould I anſwer in the Negative, in allowing any good 
Quality to a Man when aſked by his Friend? But I find ſuch my 


* Reluctance, in expreſsing my real Opinion on ſo delicate a Point, 


« cConſtrued into, and brought in Evidence of my Opinion in fo 


„e ſolemn a Manner ;—how dare I, with a ſaſe Conſcience, and 
« conſiſtent with my military Character, permit it to be publicly 
« recorded that I have ſuch an Opinion of Captain Howard, know- 
ing that he has n twice been in Arreſt? 


& I ſhall only beg the Attention of the Court for a Moment 
y beg 


“ to one other Part of the Evidence brought by Captain Howard, 


„ declaring in Anſwer thereto, that when I called the Officers 
„ together at Swinley, to communicate their Sentiments 

« Captain Howard, it was not done in a Manner any Way in- 
a tending to bear the ſmalleſt Inſult to Captain Howard, hav- 
„ing called the Officers to a Diſtance, and out of Hearing of the 
« Men; to which Fact, ſhould the Court think it neceſſary, 

« am prepared with abundant Proof; though it is already in 
« Evidence from Captain Howard himſelf, that he did not conſider 
eit done in a Manner, or meant as a perſonal Inſult to him. I will 


% not therefore trouble the Court with any further Obſervations. 
«on the Evidence, but only obſerve, that it is not ſo much the 


„ ſimple Facts, however ſtrong, as the premeditated Inſult, and the 
& Defiance of Command, which conſtitutes the Degree of Offence 
« I have to complain of. I would willingly abandon whatever 
& Part of the Charges can be attributed to” Error, Haſtineſs of 
« Temper, or to perſonal Diflike ; which laſt Circumſtafſce I 


6 have no Reaſon to believe did, or could exiſt, but ſuppoſe that | 


"4 
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4 cer in my Place, . the Taſk of Command W OY . 
« have fallen upon, or who might have been the Inſtrument TY 
l 0 of communicating to Captain Howard the Sentiments of the 
. e on an Occaſion _— known. 1 to the Court. 5 


: 7 4 5 The Court will conſider the delicate and difficult Situation 
in which I ſtood, as commanding Officer, on Account of the 


: 


d want of Harmony, and of a ſerious Diſ-union which prevailed 
„ among a Part (I am happy, indeed, to ſay a ſmall Part) of 


« the Officers, and which, I conceived, much affected the Good 
& of the Regiment, from its Example to the Men. | 


« Under ſuch Circumſtances, would not this Court hold me 
% unworthy of the Command I have the Honour to be entruſted 


„ be deterred from performing this eſſential Part of my Duty, 
6 which J am now called upon. 


% J am well appriſed, as I am well impreſſed every Member of 


4 this Court muſt be, how ſerious a Matter it is to put at Stake 


« the Character of an Officer by a public Trial ; that it rarely 
« happens in the Service; but, as I wiſh to convi&t Captain 
„ Howard no further than may be ſufficient to juſtify my Cauſe 


« Diſcharge of my Duty, I have confined myſelf to ſpecific 
« Charges; and ſo far from any III-Will or Malice exiſting on 
« my Part as Proſecutor, the only Part of my Conduct that I 
have heard blamed, is the having preſumed to make Appli- 


cation to high Authority 1 in Extenuation of Captain W 
44 Conduct. 


4 +08 1 cannot 
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* to the Court, and ſatisfy my own Honour by this neceſſary 


* 


«© with, and for which I am reſponſible, ſhould I ſuffer myſelf to 
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e 
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& It has been attempted by Captain Howard's adore: te 
„ mitigate his Conduct, by repreſenting the Regiment as not 
« obſcrving the ſtriet Rules of the Service; by ftating, that 
« ſuch and ſuch was the Cuſtom of the Regiment; and it 
„highly reflects on the good Order, the Conduct, and even Cha- 
< racter of the Officers, if another Evidence ſhould be al- 
« Jowed to remain on Record unnoticed, which ſtates, that 
« one Officer alone has prevented five Quarrels, (I think he 
« ſays Duels) in the ſhort Period of our Return from the Con- 


e not one of which I ever heard of. NY 


— 
— 


45 1 hardly think theſe Circumſtances deſerve a * Refu- 
« tation, as, I truſt, the Regiment ſtands too high to ſuffer 
« hereby in the Opinion of this honourable Court, or of the 
« World. | | Bel 


* 9 
Having now difcharged this taſt Part of my Duty, x wait 
* with Deference the Deciſion of the Court.“ 


'® 


7 : * 


The Court Martial having * weichen and conſidered J 


the whole Matter before them, is of Opinion, that captain John 
Flory Howard, of the Royal Regiment of Horſe Guards, is Not 
Guilty of the firſt Article of Charge, viz. WI; 


% Having, on the 11th Day of October 172 
“ ſented himſelf fam his Quarters withogt d 


LIT: 


And doth therefore acquit him. 1 
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but the Regiment itſelf. I lament it is recorded in the Pro- 1 
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4 5 F:. 6 Haring, by Words and "Geltures, - on e U i 

383 _ - | 1 « 14th day of the ſame Month, - whilſt the Men were BER 

o 66 paraded for Church, behaved to Major Corbet, of ©. © 

oo, Is 2 6 the ſame Regiment, his then commanding Officer. 
E by” 3 | 725 in the Face of the Regiment, in a diſreſpectful, on, ts . ” 0 
o & contemptuous, and inſolent Manner.“ TS 
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We.ith regard to the third Article of Charge, viz. | 55 


= „ Having, on the ſame Day, whilſt the Men were 
1 „ marching to Church, and upon Major Corbet's 
WEE: calling him a little aſide, and repreſenting to him 5 
N . « the Impropriety of his Conduct in abſenting - 
„ himſelf without Leave, behaved to him, the ſaid 
= 25 Major Corbet, his commanding Officer, by Words \ 
3 EN, "4 and Geſtures, in a moſt diſreſpectſul, contemp- 
 _*< tuous, and inſolent Manner, in the Preſence and 25 
I a Hearing of the Officers and Men.” — 
155 3th 4 + | 8 
The Court is of nn that Captain Hoteard is guilty of „ 
having behaved to Major Corbet, his commanding Officer, ) ùy/¶ſ 
Words and Geſtures, in a moſt diſreſpectful, contemptuous, and 
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. S 19 | | inſolent Manner, in the Preſence and Hearing of Lieutenant and 115 
n Adjutant Lato, and of Cornet Cherry, but not in the Preſence | Wh" 
and Hearing of the other Officers or Men of the Regiment: ae 


ur 1 3 . doth, therefore, taking the Whole of the Circumſtances into „ 
5 PB LI Conſideration, adjudge, that Captain John Flory Howard, of the 25 N 2 3 
_=Y Royal Regiment of Horſe Guards, be publicly reprimanded at 5 
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f twelve Calendar Months. 
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